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sold to a single individual, non-medical, and to whom
the vendor was a stranger.
Mr. Sweet accidentally met with it, where it had been

brought as a present to a poor person, just as brandy or
tea would be brought, and with as little precaution;
and he wisely and kindly prevented further mischief by
his timely interference.

Whether the Legislature, with a due regard to the
"salus populi," should be called upon for some further
enactment, after what has been done in regard to
arsenic, the Association, (the members of which
constitute the best judges of the evils arising from
the indiscriminate use of laudanum,) can decide. No
better court of appeal in such a case couild be found
than that to which these remarks are now sub-
mitted.

-- A. W. DAVIS, M.D.
Tenbury, July 23, 1851.

ON MENTAL ALIENATION.

To the Editor of the Provincial Medical and Surgical
Journal.

SIR,-Mental alienation has been defined by Esquirol
as a cerebral affection, ordinarily chronic, characterized
by disorders of sensibility, of intelligence, and of the
will. It is to this form that I more particularly submit
my remarks.

It has been said, like wine, to develope the private
feelings, sentiments, and disguised ideas of its subject-
in fact, to unlock the closet of the human mind; it is
undoubtedly true, that in many instances, the moving
springs of conduct, and the probable reason which led
to the outbreak of the malady, can be traced.

It is true that, in a large establishment, an epitome of
the world can be found-the same ideas, the same
envies, the same passions, the same mixture of misery
and happiness I But here the effects are more decidedly
marked, because there is none, or but little restraint
placed upon actions, as the passions have become
stronger than the reason. Even in the limited number
of a small private establishment, marked differences
occur; all the shades of human desires and aspirations
are discernable; very frequently, though, a more guarded
mode of conduct may be maintained, the result, as I
apprehend, of the facility afforded of stricfer observa-
tion This will seldom deceive the experienced eye.

I am not writing an essay; and it is by no means
my intention to go through the symptoms of mental
alienation; generally speaking, there is some defect in
one, two, or all, of the external senses, but almost
invariably egotism. The inmates pay very little atten-
tion to one another,-their own wants, wishes, condi-
tion, and comforts must be immediately attended to;
and often jealousies arise from what may be considered
a preference shown to another.

In regulating all this, in endeavouring to bring
better sentiments into play-to restore to reason dis-
torted intellect, how often is the manager of a private
establishment disturbed and prevented by the interference
and conversation of injudicious friends, and by the
wrongly-timed observation and directions of those

who doubtless consider they are moving in their path
-of duty, but who appear to reason from general princi-
ples on individual cases. Who can so well observe the
bearings of a patient's mental infirmity as one who
sees frequently, and writes down regularly, the different
phases of the disease.

Again, it is seldom that a patient is placed under
private care at the first outbreak; most frequently an
attendant is procured, and medical means are resorted
to. This may occasionally answer in violent cases, and
in some first instances, but it is more generally attended
with false hopes, much anxiety, and increased expense.
At length a private establishment is chosen. By this
time the mental affection has taken deep root, and the
bodily condition of the patient not improved by various
modes of treatment. In difficult cases it is probable
that some time must elapse before the key-note of the
mind can be obtained. Upon many subjects the patient
may talk well and compare justly; and a mistaken
notion emanates as to any actual insanity prevailing.
Of this, frequent examples are enumerated in all books
treating upon the subject. Nevertheless, I consider
this form of the disease is frequently lost sight of, and
that present appearances are not unfrequently admitted
as the standard of mental health.
Many suicides have been committed in consequence

of this error.
I remain, yours obediently,

E. B.

HOMCEOPATHY AND THE ROYAL MEDICAL
AND CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY.

The following requisition to the Council of the Royal
Medical and Chirurgical Society is in course of being
signed. We understand that it will be presented at the
commencement of the Session in November:

"I Te, the undersigned Fellows of the Royal Medical
and Chirurgical Society, being convinced that the doc-
trines of homoeopathy and mesmerism are utterly
fallacious, and inconsistent with the facts of medical
science, hold that they are unworthy to be professed,
or in any way countenanced by members of this Society,
the object of which is the promotion of a sound know-
ledge of medicine and surgery. We therefore request
the Council to take this subject into consideration, with
the view to prepare regulations whereby all homoeopathic,
mesmeric, and similar irregular practitioners shall be
excluded from the Fellowship of this Chartered Corpo-
ration. And we hereby request the Council, with as

little delay as possible, to summon a special general
meeting of the Fellows to resolve on the same."

THE HOMCEOPATHS.

We understand that a motion was brought forward
at the Medical Society of University College, to expel
certain members who practise homoeopathy.


